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so cross, that I am sure nobody else would treat it well;
and I have ordered her own servant, who read all letters to
her, to pick out all the letters of living persons, and restore
them to the several writers without my seeing them.

tVere I vain-glorious, to be sure I might have boasted
of passing a second evening with Lord and Lady North-
nay, at their own palace2. Perhaps you will think I am
going to be swaddled in ermine in my dotage like old
Brudenel8 j but be assured, Madam, that I do not design to
have robes and a coronet laid on my deathbed like Lord
HunsdonY

1 came to town on Sunday to pay my duty to the Duke
of Gloucester, who, however, did not arrive till last night.
I never saw him look so well and so robust.    He returns on
Saturday to stay till after Christmas: so shall I, but for
only two or three days, as all my few acquaintance have left
my neighbourhood, and as I do not think it prudent, at
this critical time of the year, for me to be much in the
country.    I may be in a busy scene here for aught I know,
but I take care to have no business with it.    Another
phoenix, just like its predecessor, is risen from the ashes of
the last Parliament; and I suppose will have the final
honour of consuming its own nest.   Lord Ossory, I conclude,
is arrived, and will tell you particulars of which I am
informed only by the newspapers.

George51 have seen in his paternal mansion, and drank
tea with him and his adopted babe and its governess, and

2  Bushey Park.                                 sented him with the patent of the
8 Hon. James Brudenel, "brother     new title and the robes of an earl,

of the Duke of Montagu, recently     but that Hunsdon declined both, on

created a baron, at the age of fifty-     the ground that honours of which

five.                                                     the Queen deemed Mm, unworthy

4 Henry Carey (d. 1596), first Baron     in his lifetime were not worthy of

Hunsdon. It was said that he wished     his  acceptance  on  his  deathbed.*

to be Earl of Wiltshire, and': that     (E.N.B.)

Queen Elizabeth (his cousin)' Visited        6 George Selwyn.
him during his last illness and pre-

X 2 Gtelluzzi. from authentic papers     rine.
